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“Sino-Russian Relations: Critical Moment in Deepening and

Developing Cooperation”

Feng Shaolei, Valdai Discussion Club, March 25th, 2016

[ Abstract] Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife, Peng
Liyuan, before a parade in Beijing dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese
people in the Second Sino-Japanese War and the end of WWII. Both China and Russia are located at
the complex Eurasian geopolitical environment, which is different from that of the United States as a
“safety island”. No matter in terms of domestic transition or the ever-changing international milieu,

the Sino-Russian bilateral relationship is at an important turning point.

“Russia’s Middle East Strategy: Features, Background and

Prospects”

Feng Shaolei, China International Studies, Mar/Apr 2016

[Abstract] At the end of the first decade of the 21st century, changes took place in the international
- Center for Russian Studies of East China Normal University
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strategic landscape, with the ability of the West to dominate world affairs widely questioned in the
wake of the global financial crisis. And following the series of regime changes that the United States
and some European countries pushed in the name of “revolutions” in the Middle East, North Africa

and members of the former Soviet Union, negative effects have continuously emerged.
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[Abstract] The “One Belt, One Road” strategic initiative is a focus and priority for China’s foreign
strategy in the new century. What is particularly interesting is that this inter-regional cooperation
initiative driven by concrete projects aims to link the Eurasian Economic Union with systemic policies

and institutional designs.
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“State-Managed Integration as a Contributor to Regional
Development: The Cooperation Program between China’s

Northeast and Russia’s Far East and Eastern Siberia”

Yang Cheng, Senri Ethnological Studies 92, 2016

[ Abstract] One of the implications of modern global process, such as globalization, regionalization,
and integration, is the changing status of nation-states and their borders. Border studies have shifted
from a perspective of regarding borders as barriers to a transitive and relational view. In reality,
whether a cross-border region prospers or not also depends on the relevant regional governments’

attitudes towards promoting cross-border development in their respective localities.
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“Trade and Industrial Cooperation between China and Russia
in Border Area: Reality and Prospects”
Zhang Xin, East Sea Regional Barometer, Nov. 31st 2015

[ Abstract] Border trade and cooperation between China and Russia need to be assessed in the broad
context along two dimensions: (1) bilateral strategic relations of China and Russia and (2) broader
regional integration of the large “Pacific Northeast Asia” region. Border trade, investment, and
industrial development in the traditional Sino-Russian border region have been subject to several
major long-standing barriers in spite of consistent progress. In the near future, the Sino-Russian
bilateral economic relations will rely increasingly on non-border regions as well as on new models of
sub-national and region-to-region collaboration. The recent changes in Sino-Russian bilateral strategic
relations. In particular those related to the new Eurasian initiatives may inject new dynamism in
bilateral cooperation, which may further influence the pace of regional integration in the Pacific

Northeast Asia.
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Has “Coordination” Started?

Zhang Xin, Russian Analytical Digest, May 2016

[ Abstract] This article critically reviews the response of the Russian and Chinese expert
communities to the May 2015 declaration by Presidents Xi and Putin on “coordinating the
development of the Eurasian Economic Union and the Silk Road Economic Belt”. It highlights a
broad consensus on the most immediate goals, but also disagreement on a range of issues which will

have to be overcome if a common Eurasian economic space is to be realized.

“A Preliminary Study on Sino-Russian Agricultural
Cooperation and Its Potential Risks in the Russian Far East”
Xiao Huizhong, The Journal of Siberian and Far Eastern

Studies, No.13, Winter 2015

Center for Russian Studies of East China Normal University



FEMBREET WAL < RERR 2006 % % — M4

[ Abstract] Firstly, this paper gives a brief literature review of the relevant research on the Russian
agriculture. We could say that beside some positive remarks, most of the researchers gave very
negative assessments of the Russian agricultural reforms and their outcomes during the last two
decades. Secondly, relying on the databases from Russian statistic bureaus and the relevant
information including interviews with Chinese experts, this paper makes a brief comparison between
the Russian Far East and the China’s Northeast. There are great potentials in the Russian Far East in
the agricultural sector, but it is still in the process of development. Many obstacles still need to be
overcome. Thirdly, we focus on the bilateral cooperation between China and Russia in the Russian Far
East’s agricultural sector. Under the very good mutual political trust between the two countries in the
current stage, it is important to consider very prudently the relevant risks, related to the religious,

cultural and social-political factors.
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“Vorauseilender Gehorsam: Russlands Sozialwissenschaften

unter Druck”

Alexander Libman, Osteuropa, 2015, 65(1112):119-124

[ Abstract] Seit Sommer 2015 mehren sich die Anzeichen, dass wissenschaftliche Forschung in
Russland immer mehr von politischen Tendenzen beeintr&htigt wird. Die politische FUhrung und die
Birokratie missen nicht einmal Repressionen anordnen. Oft sorgen die Wissenschaftler mit
vorauseilendem Gehorsam selbst daftr, dass der Spielraum fUr eine kritische Auseinandersetzung
immer enger wird. Dies zeigt exemplarisch ein Fall aus dem Institut fCr Okonomie der Akademie der

Wissenschaften.
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“Russland, Ukraine und TUrkei im Geflecht der Sanktionen:
Warum Moskaus und Kiews neueStrafmalihahmen auch fir
die EU ein Problem sind”

Alexander Libman, SWPAKktuell 2016/A 2, Jaunary 2016

[ Abstract] Wenn es um Sanktionspolitik im Zusammenhang mit Russland geht, galt die
Aufmerksamkeit europ&scher Beobachter bis vor kurzem den Strafmalf®ahmen von EU und USA
sowie den Gegensanktionen Moskaus. Inzwischen hat sich das ge&ndert. Zum Januar 2016 sind breite
Sanktionen Russlands gegen die Ukraine und die TUrkei in Kraft getreten. Russland selbst ist das Ziel
ukrainischer Sanktionen, die seit September 2015 sténdig ausgebaut werden. Dabei ist h&chst
unwahrscheinlich, dass Moskau und Kiew ihre politischen Ziele auf diesem Wege erreichen werden.
Die Sanktionen tragen lediglich dazu bei, dass neue Konflikte entstehen, und sie fthren zu hohen
wirtschaftlichen Kosten — fir alle Staaten, auch jene, die die Maffiahmen verh&ngen. Problematisch
ist das vor allem fUr ¢&konomisch ohnehin schon schwache Lé&nder; unter diesem Aspekt erscheint
gerade die Lage der Ukraine besorgniserregend. Mit ihrem Sanktionskurs konterkarieren Moskau und
Kiew die EU-Politik in der Region — doch die F&higkeit der EU, m&3gend auf die beiden L&nder

einzuwirken, ist &f&rst gering.

“Authoritarian and Democratic Diffusion in Post-Communist
Regions”
Tomila Lankina; Alexander Libman; Anastassia Obydenkova,
Comparative Political Studies, February 8, 2016

[ Abstract] There is a rich body of theorizing on the diffusion of democracy across space and time.
There is also an emerging scholarship on authoritarian diffusion. The dynamics of
the interaction between external democratic and autocratic diffusion processes and their effects on
national and sub-national political regime outcomes have received scant attention in the literature. Do
democratic diffusion processes help counter external authoritarian influences? And, in contexts where
external diffusion of democratic influences is weak, do we observe greater susceptibility to diffusion

from regional autocracies that might in turn reinforce authoritarian practices and institutions in
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“recipient” states? To address these questions, we perform analysis of data from two original
under-utilized data sets—a data set on the European Union (EU) aid to Russia’s regions and a data set
with statistics on trade among post-Soviet states. We find that EU aid has the effect of countering

external authoritarian influences that work through Soviet-era inter-regional economic ties.

“The Forgotten Region: Russia and Eurasia”
Kathleen Hancock; Alexander Libman, Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Regionalism

Oxford University Press, 2016, pp. 202-224

[ Abstract] Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in December 1991, a subset of the 15 newly
independent states that replaced the vast Communist country have formed a region around Russia,
while others have broken off to join Europe (the three Baltic Sea states: Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania)
and others have connected with one or more other regions, depending on time and issue area. The
formal regional agreements that characterize Eurasia have been mostly top-down approaches led by
the Russian presidents, beginning with Boris Yeltsin and continuing today with Vladimir Putin. After
going through a series of names, the independent states minus the Baltics are now generally referred
to as Eurasia to denote the basic geographic fact that they spread across the two continents, but also,
for some, the political point that this region is historically not entirely of either continent, instead its

own unique space.

“Appropriation and Subversion: Pre-Communist Literacy,
Communist Party Saturation, and Post-Communist
Democratic Outcomes”

Tomila Lankina; Alexander Libman; Anastassia Obydenkova,

World Politics, April 2016, pp 229-274

[ Abstract] Twenty-five years after the collapse of communism in Europe, few scholars disagree that

the past continues to shape the democratic trajectories of Post-Communist states. Pre-Communist
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education has featured prominently in this literature’s bundle of “good” legacies because it ostensibly
helped foster resistance to communism. The authors propose a different causal
mechanism—appropriation and subversion—that challenges the linearity of the above assumptions by
analyzing the effects of Pre-Communist literacy on patterns of Communist Party recruitment in
Russia’s regions. Rather than regarding Pre-Communist education as a source of latent resistance to
communism, the authors highlight the Leninist regime’s successful appropriation of the more literate
strata of the Pre-Communist orders, in the process subverting the past democratic edge of the hitherto
comparatively more developed areas. The linear regression analysis of author—assembled statistics
from the first Russian imperial census of 1897 supports prior research: Pre-Communist literacy has a
strong positive association with Post-Communist democratic outcomes. Nevertheless, in pursuing
causal mediation analysis, the authors find, in addition, that the above effect is mediated by
Communist Party saturation in Russia’s regions. Party functionaries were likely to be drawn from
areas that had been comparatively more literate in tsarist times, and party saturation in turn had a
dampening effect on the otherwise positive effects of Pre-Communist education on Post-Communist

democracy.

“Domestic Politics In Crimea, 2009-2015”

Kimitaka Matsuzato, Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of

Post-Soviet Democratization, 2016(2)

[ Abstract] Crimea’s annexation to Russia was the resultof the interaction between Crimean leaders
and the Kremlin, so we should pay more attention to Crimea’s domestic politics in the period before
this event. To make Crimea a bastion for his victory in the 2010 presidential election, Viktor
Yanukovych dispatched Vasily Dzharty, former mayor of Makeevka (Donetsk Oblast), as Party of
Regions electoral curator of Crimea. Before and after the 2010 presidential election, Dzharty’s team
liquidated Crimea’s consociational democracy to build a more effective government and reliable
electoral machine. Humiliated Crimean indigenous elites nicknamed Dzharty’s team the
“Macedonians,” but accepted their leadership as long as they secured Yanukovych’s victory and
subsequently pumped abundant subsidies from Kyiv into developing Crimea. The Euromaidan
Revolution brought to the surface the potential tension between the Macedonians and indigenous
Crimean elites. The Macedonians, headed by the late Dzharty’s successor, Crimea’s prime minister

Anatoly Mogilev, found it possible to cooperate with the newly born Euromaidan government. The
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Crimean elites rejected this idea and removed Mogilev from his post to ask Russia for military help.
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“The Highest Good Is Like Water — How to Make the Silk
Road Economic Belt an Area of Co-Development”

Wan Qingsong, Russia in Global Affairs, No.1, 2016

[ Abstract] In the short term, a reasonable choice would be a trial and error method, that is, learning
partners better through joint projects. Instead of creating new regional cooperation mechanisms that
may lead to conflicts, China should gradually promote its project. Ancient Chinese philosopher Laozi
said: “The highest good is like water. Water benefits all things and does not contend with them.” The
SREB, like flowing water, can spread everywhere, avoiding conflicts with existing cooperation
mechanisms and overcoming the inertia of the winner-takes-it-all mentality. Its implementation
depends on negotiations on concrete projects and the signing of bilateral or multilateral agreements,

instead of wasting valuable time and limited resources on rivalry with each other.
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“SINO-RUSSIAN STRATEGIC COOPERATION:
RESPONSIBILITIES ON KEY ISSUES AT ACRITICAL

MOMENT”
Wan Qingsong, Valdai Discussion Club, March 5th 2016

[ Abstract] Over the long run, the following key issues presented at the conference deserve our
attention and consideration at a later stage. The great potential of Sino-Russian cooperation is
underpinned by similarities between China and Russia both at home and abroad. Sino-Russian
economic and trade cooperation needs to look past existing theoretical models and creatively evolve
with the times. Currently, Sino-Russian regional cooperation is facing many conceptual problems that
require new breakthroughs. There are debates on how to better coordinate operations between the

SREB and EAEU. The trial and error method should be employed to promote cooperation.
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