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Implications of the Ufa BRICS and SCO Summits
FENG Shaolei, Valdai Discussion Club, 2015 Jul. 20th

[ Abstract] In the long run, the Ufa summits could be considered a landmark moment in the long
process of regional cooperation. For the Ufa summits, they can’t likely be understood from the
perspective of only the Eurasian region because, be it the BRICS countries or the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, their core members are, above all, representatives of emerging
economies. As a result, their future development won’t be possible without close ties to the
changing global situation. Incidentally, there are at least two global political and economic trends

directly associated with BRICS and the SCO.
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What Is the Purpose of Closer Ties between
China and Russia?

FENG Shaolei, Valdai Discussion Club, 2015 Sep. 24th

[Abstract] In a recent address, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov reiterated that the
current state of Russian-Chinese relations is “the best in history” . Cheng Guoping, Chinese Vice
Foreign Minister for Eurasian Affairs, announced at a news conference on August 27 that
President Putin will be formally feted by President Xi Jinping during his visit to China in early
September. Cheng specifically referred to the “personal friendship” between Putin and Xi, the two
heads of state. Sino-Russian cooperation, including re-convergence among emerging countries,
does not mean revolutionary changes to destroy the current international order. However, it
appears that they are still capable, together with other players on the world stage, of making the
future international order fairer, more reasonable, more diverse and more balanced. At the same
time, both countries can also achieve their own progress and development during such

international exchanges. This may be the significance of the closer Sino-Russian ties today.
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China and Russia: An Economic Component

YANG Cheng, Valdai Discussion Club, 2015 Sep. 21st

[ Abstract] Against the background of the Ukrainian crisis, setting and implementing each
Chinese-Russian cooperation agenda has been scrutinized under a microscope in the outside world.
Putin’s recent visit to Beijing is no exception. Despite the positive relationship between the
Chinese and Russian presidents, as evidenced by their eye contact and smiles in Tiananmen
Square, the reliability of the comprehensive strategic partnership between China and Russia has
once again aroused controversy. The Western media have noted that the Power of Siberia project
won’t begin before the end of 2018, while the Altai pipeline project has been temporarily
suspended, which was interpreted as growing uncertainty in Chinese-Russian relations. In sharp
contrast, the second stage of Chinese-Russian joint naval exercises before Putin's visit has been
seen as evidence of the de facto alliance between the two countries. Putting military issues aside
for a while, in terms of economics, many popular opinions on the state of Chinese-Russian

economic cooperation are based on misunderstandings.

Sino-Russian Partnership Distorted by West
YANG Cheng, Global Times, 2015 Aug. 25th

[ Abstract] China and Russia started the Joint Sea 2015 Il exercise on Thursday and it will run
until Friday in the waters of the Peter the Great Gulf, off the Clerk Cape and the Sea of Japan.

This is another major form of military cooperation after the two countries conducted joint naval
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exercises in the Mediterranean during May 11-21 that has attracted worldwide attention.
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